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By Arthur Stampleman
County Executive Andy

Spano�s proposed budget for 2006
called for a 4.5% increase in the
county tax levy, but County legis-
lators finally adopted a 2006 bud-
get with a tax levy of $498 million,
3.9% above 2005. 

However, 3.9% does not repre-
sent the increase in the county
property tax rate Rye taxpayers
will have to bear this year. Tax
increases across the county vary,
due to the changing state formula,
the so-called equalization rate, that
determines how the tax levy will
be allocated to each community. 

The increase in the county tax
rate for Rye City is 5.14% to
$130.47 per thousand assessed
value. City Assessor Noreen
Whitty said, �The typical home-
owner with an assessed value of
$21,650 will see an increase of an
estimated $138 in their 2006 coun-
ty taxes.� In 2005, Rye�s county
tax rate declined 7.19%, so the
2006 rate is still below the 2004
rate.

�We kept our property tax
increase below the rate of infla-
tion,� said Bill Ryan, Chairman of
Westchester�s County Board of
Legislators. Actually, they didn�t,
at least for Rye taxpayers. 

Rye�s County Property 
Tax Rate Jumps 5.14%

Mayor Steve Otis delivered the
Mayor�s Annual Message Jan. 1 at
City Hall. The full text is posted on
our website, www.ryerecord.com.

As always, this is an
occasion to mark where
our community has
been and make note of
important challenges
ahead.

Our good fortune
places us in a town with
great schools, outstand-
ing not-for-profits,
numerous cultural orga-
nizations and a commu-
nity fabric that becomes stronger
year after year. Rye is blessed with
a beautiful shoreline, excellent
parks and a picture-book appear-
ance, a place most people would be
happy to call home.

Our residents show their devo-
tion to this town in many ways.
They are generous with their time,
their dollars and their enthusiasm
for Rye. We thrive on the volunteer
efforts of countless individuals who
bring energy to our community pro-
jects and problems. They also often
bring tremendous expertise from
their professional lives or from
years of experience in giving their
time to community activities.

Our City government continues
to be the lean and efficient provider
of a full complement of municipal
services our residents expect. Our
Department heads are leaders in
their fields, and our City organiza-

tion is highly respected as an out-
standing example of professional
municipal government administra-
tion. Our City Manager,

Corporation Counsel
and City Comptroller
each exemplify the best
in their professions.

Financially, the City
of Rye remains in a
strong position. We are
one of a handful of
municipalities in New
York State to hold a
Moody�s Aaa bond rat-
ing. We have main-

tained that status, in good national
economies and bad, since 1990.

Our City Comptroller notified us
in December that Moody�s contin-
ues to be impressed by the level of
scrutiny and analysis we give to our
financial decisions and the level of
openness in which we conduct our
business. 

In the past year we saw progress
or completion of a variety of com-
munity projects, including the
Locust Avenue Fire Headquarters,
the Damiano Center improvements,
the Rye Town Park Duck Pond and
the Beaver Swamp Brook
Restoration.

Rye High School’s Varsity
Football team won its first State
Championship and many other
teams from each of our schools
reached new levels of achievement.
The excellence we see in high

MAYOR�S ANNUAL MESSAGE

By Arthur Stampleman
It�s a done deal. The City of

Rye�s property tax rate for 2006
is $122.39 per $1,000 valuation,
4.78% above 2005. The tax rate
was unanimously decided at the
City Council�s last meeting of the
year, Dec. 14. The final number
was slightly lower than expected
because of a $20,000 increase in
budgeted revenues from interest
and penalties on property taxes. 

The budget included an addi-
tional increase for the Rye Free
Reading Room. The library�s
contract with the City was

increased by $18,153 to
$1,100,548, 8.3% above 2005.
The final increase is the result of
a matching grant that must be
equaled by an amount added to
the library�s 2006 operating bud-
get from donations or other
sources. Details are to be worked
out by City staff. 

The biggest unknown in the
plans for 2006 is how the City
will decide to finance the major
road improvements in the capital
budget. But bond ratings will not
be a problem for the City�s
financing plans this year. Last

City Property Tax Rate Rises 4.8%

By Arthur Stampleman
When the Rye City Council

voted to raise taxes by 4.8% in
2006, several council members
noted that the budgeted tax
increase was less than the rate of
inflation. At the Dec. 14 Council
meeting, City Manager Paul Shew
said, �The 2006 property tax
increase is below the rate of infla-
tion.� Councilman Gerry Seitz

added that he and his 2003 running
mates, Duncan Hennes and Matt
Fahey, had kept their promise to
hold tax increases below the rate
of the Consumer Price Index
(CPI).

As it turns out, that�s not the
case. The latest Federal Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS) for 2005,
through November, show the CPI
has increased by approximately
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WHAT�S INSIDE

By Robin T. Jovanovich
The residents of Highland

Hall Apartments, 131 Purchase
St., are holding a meeting Jan. 19,
7:30 p.m. at Rye Recreation�s
Damiano Center. City officials
will be in attendance and the
meeting is open to the public. The
110-unit rental complex was sold
last month to Rye Acquisition
Partners, which has announced
plans to convert the rental apart-
ments to condominiums.

Earlier this month, over 30 ten-
ants received eviction notices stat-
ing they must be out of their apart-
ments by Jan. 31. Many of those
tenants� leases aren�t set to expire
until this fall, said Doug Carey, a
tenant-resident who has helped
form a residents� committee. �The
new owner is on record having
promised the transition will be
orderly, but this is havoc, and it
doesn�t have to happen this way.�

Marshall Freidus of Rye
Acquisition Partners told the paper

At Rye City Inaugural Ceremonies Jan. 1: Councilman Mack Cunningham with his wife, Linda, and their children; Councilman George Pratt with one of his children and
wife, Sandra; and Councilman Andy Ball, far right, with his wife, Sarah, and their children. Doug Carey helped organize the occasion. Former mayor John Carey, his father, was
master of ceremonies. � Photos by Michelle Florence

Continued on page A-3Continued on page A-5

Open Meeting on Highland Hall Jan. 19;
Over 30 Tenants Receive Eviction Notices

that most of those who received
eviction notices were over 10
months behind in their rent. �We
can�t grandfather perennially late
tenants.� All but one of those ten-
ants has paid up and no longer
faces immediate eviction, he added.

Notice is still in effect, however,
for nearly all of the residents living
in basement units. �As we�ve done
the due diligence, we�ve done
physical inspections and discov-
ered that all but one or two of the
basement units is in violation of the
City building code � insufficient
ceiling height, light (two windows
required) and emergency access,�
explained Freidus. 

�It�s not the tenants� fault,� fired
back Carey. �Any code violations
are the responsibility of the owner,
which is still legally the Jackson
family.� He added, �And many of

those residents didn�t even get the
required month�s notice.�

Freidus said he has interviewed
over 65 residents and his company
is working on finding alternative
housing for those in need. �We�re
trying to be affordable housing-
friendly, but we do have rights as
owners.� Houlihan Lawrence has
been engaged as building agent.
�We�re offering tenants free reloca-
tion services, even help with mov-
ing.�

Tenants have certain rights,
noted Carey. �Senior citizens and
the disabled can�t be evicted. All
non-purchasing tenants can remain
as renters for three years from the
start of the conversion.� 

Carey encourages all tenants
and all Rye residents who have an
interest in �keeping Rye afford-
able� to attend the Jan. 19 meeting.

Continued on page A-6

By Robin Jovanovich
Those white chalk marks on the

north end of the Village Green are
there to show residents the approxi-
mate size of the proposed Rye
September 11, 2001 Memorial. In
its latest iteration, the design con-
sists of a small park with a low,
curved wall for seating and 14
columns, each with the signature of
the loved one who died September
11, and a pedestrian bridge across
Blind Brook, connecting the Village
Green and the Rye YMCA.

After several meetings with the
Landmarks Advisory Committee
(LAC) and the Board of
Architectural Review (BAR), the

Memorial Committee made a for-
mal presentation to the City Council
at its Feb. 15 meet-
ing.

Holly O’Neill,
who chairs the
M e m o r i a l
Committee, said their
15-member group of
families and friends
hopes to raise
$300,000 and donate
the memorial to the
City. They are well
on their way, having
already raised
$160,000. O’Neill, whose husband,
Sean, died in the attacks, described
the memorial as �a beautiful tribute
to 14 exceptional individuals whose
loss is felt in Rye every day.�

As many other towns in New
York have done, continued O’Neill,
�we feel the need to create a con-
templative space of reflection for
each of the victim’s family and
friends.� She added that the memo-
rial would become an important
part of the City’s history.
�Generations from now, others will
be able to visit this memorial and
appreciate the power of its symbol-
ism.�

Architect and resident Allan
Anderson of anderson la rocca
anderson haynes gave a presenta-
tion on the design. After some
redesigning, based on recommen-
dations from BAR and LAC, the
memorial has been reduced to one-
half of its original size. �The design
will not impact the openness of this
corner of the Village Green,� said
Anderson. �The materials used will
be consonant with the surroundings.
The families want a memorial that
offers a sense of contemplative
reflection, while also creating a col-
lective memorial.� 

The small memorial park will be
bisected by the existing brick path
on the Green. Subtle lighting will
cast a warm glow around the
memorial at night. The tops of the

memorial pedestals are sloped, so
the signatures can be more easily
seen. The columns on either side of
the bridge will match the columns
at the end of Haviland Lane.

The primary task of Landmarks
is to prevent material change to
landmarked properties, one of
which is the Village Green. In earli-
er communications from
Landmarks, the concensus was that
the memorial should be combined
with the bridge. Landmarks reports
to the BAR, whose president, Gene
McGuire, told the paper, �Everyone
is very enthusiastic about the fact of
the bridge and the design of the
bridge.� The concept of the bridge
was introduced several years ago
when the Rye Free Reading Room
and Locust Avenue Firehouse reno-
vations were under discussion.

The BAR is currently waiting
for a response from the Memorial
Committee on its most recent rec-
ommendations. Their comments
were unavailable to the public at
press time.

The September 11 victims to be
honored are Thomas Crotty, Ben
Fisher Yuji Goya, Ward Haynes,
Takashi Kinoskita, Gary E.
Koecheler, Teddy Maloney, Frank
McGuinn, Robert McLaughlin Jr.,
Christopher D. Mello, George W.
Morell, Sean Gordon O’Neill,
Tommy Palazzo and Michael John
Simon.

February 23, 2006
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By Paula Gamache
In a standing-room only meeting

of the City Council Feb. 15, the vote
was 6-0, with one councilmember
absent, to proceed with the adoption
of the Emergency Tenants�
Protection Act (ETPA) for Highland
Hall unless a voluntary agreement
is reached between Rye Acquisition
Partners (RAP), the contract
vendee, and tenants by Feb. 23.

When the �Public hearing to
adopt the Emergency Tenants�
Protection Act in the City of Rye as
codified by New York State
Unconsolidated Laws Sections
8621-8634� was officially opened,
numerous tenants and other con-
cerned citizens came to the podium.

First to speak was former mayor
John Carey, who said that, in the
1980s, the City Council seriously
considered adopting ETPA. In the
end, the Council decided not to
adopt it, because owners offered to
abide by voluntary limits on rent.
(See �Lease Renewal Agreement
for Highland Hall� below.) 

The volun-
tary agree-
ment, which
was virtually
unknown to the
public, is
renewed every
two years, with
adjustments,
but the tenants
are not consult-
ed in the
process, even
though they
have third
party benefi-
ciary rights.
�Tenants have no recourse, other
than through litigation, to enforce
their rights,� said Carey, �because
they haven�t been informed of their
rights.�

Carey proceeded to read most of
the provisions of the agreement,
noting that tenants in good standing
currently have a right to lease
renewal, since the Highland Hall
management is a signatory.

Many of the close to 60
Highland Hall residents at the meet-
ing spoke. Senior citizen Eva
Schegulla, who has lived in Rye
since 1968, moved to Highland Hall
in 1972, after her husband died, so

that her daughter could continue to
attend Rye schools. �I have lived in
the same apartment for 33 years,�
she said. �I would really like to stay
in Rye. We need help and protec-
tion.�

Kathleen Crean, a resident of
Highland Hall for 39 years who
works at Rye Middle School as a
cashier, said, �Jim Jackson has
treated me fairly and honestly.� She
added, �I don�t think I�ll be too easy
to kick out.�

Barbara Beals said that Highland
Hall has been a �haven� for her for
the past four years. She is a single
mother with a daughter who has one
and a half years left in the school
system. �For those of us who live in
Rye but are financially challenged,
any protection is appreciated,� she
said.

Brian McGunagle asked the
Council to consider the issue of
affordable housing in light of
Highland Hall. �I grew up here and
chose to continue to live here, to
become more part of the fabric of
the community. Highland Hall has

provided me with a respectable,
affordable way to stay in Rye.� He
added, �Don�t let this responsibility
and opportunity slip away.�
Edmundo Flores, another young
tenant who grew up in Highland
Hall, said Rye needs to continue to
attract young people.

Resident Bill Matthews said, �I
usually get kicked out of bars, not
towns. You either are going to
throw these people a life raft or an
iron life preserver � the choice is up
to you.� His sister, Sheila Gallo,
who lives in Connecticut, talked
about how the situation is affecting

HIGH NOON AT HIGHLAND HALL
Council Prepared to Adopt Tenant Protection
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A recent rendering of the proposed memorial and bridge

It was family time at the Rye YMCA Annual Gym, Swim and Dinner Feb. 10 � Photo by Duke Thrush

Since 1983, there has been a vol-
untary Memorandum of
Understanding between multiple-
family dwelling owners and ten-
ants, renewed biannually. The most
recent document is dated June 10,
2005 and expires June 30, 2007.
The signatories are the owners of
131-151 Purchase Street, Laurel
Street, and 150 and 160 Theodore
Fremd Avenue and 125 Central
Avenue.

The voluntary agreement was a
compromise solution following a
1982 petition to the City Council by
tenants of Blind Brook Lodge to
adopt the Emergency Tenants�
Protection Act. The city manager is
designated by the signatories to
supervise the meetings pertaining to
any extension of the agreement.

Many Highland Hall residents

were not aware of the existence of
this agreement prior to Feb. 15,
2006. The 2005 document contains
the following information:

� The agreement applies only to
apartments renting for less than
$2,000 per month.

� Tenants in good standing
whose leases expire during the term
of the agreement may renew for a
one- or two-year period. Tenants
who, historically, have been offered
one-year leases have the option to
renew for one year.

� Tenants are to be notified of
lease renewal options 60 days in
advance of lease expiration, and are
to notify the landlord of their inten-
tions no later than 30 days prior to
expiration.

� Rent increases are limited to

Lease Renewal Agreement for Highland Hall

Continued on page A-12

For post-deadline
updates on the City
Council, Highland Hall,
ETPA and letters to the
editor, visit our website at
www.ryerecord.com.

Plan Unveiled for September 11 Memorial Park
On Village Green and Bridge Over Blind Brook

Highland Hall residents at the Feb. 15 Council Meeting

By Robin Jovanovich
City staff and members of the

City Council negotiated long and
hard behind the scenes for many
months to secure 1037 Boston Post
Road, the property just north of City
Hall that was most recently occu-
pied by CVS. At a special meeting
March 29, the Council authorized
City Manager Paul Shew to enter
into an installment purchase agree-
ment of $6.2 million for the 20,000
square-foot building. The terms are
annual payments of $300,000 for
the first four years and a balloon

payment of $5 million in the fifth
and final year.

The property will be available
for lease until a long-term use is
determined. The City expects to
recover annualized costs and the
loss of property taxes ($66,903 in
2005) through leasing.

The sentiment expressed by the
Council at the meeting and after
was that the prize that had eluded a
previous Council 14 years ago was
finally won. When the building was
for sale in 1992, �the City wasn’t in
a position to make a deal in the time
frame offered,� recalled Frank

Culross, who was the city manager
at that time. Then-mayor Warren
Ross told the paper, �I didn’t have
the majority and the Council was
split on the purchase. I’m gratified
we were given a second chance.�

In 1992, the thought was that
1037 Boston Post Road would be a
better location for the police/court
facility, according to Ross. That
view continues to be held by City
officials. The current facility is
6,760 square feet, �woefully inade-
quate� according to many.

Through an open planning
process, the public will have the
final say in the building’s use. A
bond will be sold subject to referen-
dum.

The deal is set to close in early
May. Owner Al Maiolo bought the
building in 1970 when it was run-
down and empty, converting it into
the headquarters for his company,
Arrow Hardware, manufacturer of
airplane hardware, parts and chemi-
cals. Maiolo presented Shew with
the plaque he received from the
City in 1971 for enhancing the
property.

When Arrow outgrew the space
in 1990 and decided to build else-
where, Maiolo said there were
many bidders. But deals fell apart
and the space was vacant until CVS
leased it nearly four years later.

A number of businesses have
also contacted Maiolo in recent
months, including a food company
and a specialized Japanese compa-
ny. Those inquiries are now being
directed to the city manager’s
office.

April 13, 2006
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Dr. Daniel McCann, Deputy
Superintendent of the Rye City
Schools, has been named the new
Hendrick Hudson
S c h o o l s
Superintendent. He has
worked in the Rye
District since 1997 and
has served as Deputy
Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction
and Evaluation since
2001.

Rye Superintendent Dr.
Edward Shine spoke for many
when he said, �Dr. McCann will
be difficult to replace.� He added,
�In the nine years Dr. McCann has
been with us in Rye, he has made
an extraordinary contribution to

our efforts to improve student
achievement through the struc-
tures of curriculum and teacher

development.�
McCann, 56, began

his long educational
career in 1972 at the
St. Joseph’s Home in
Peekskill as a child
care worker for boys
ages 10 to 13. The fol-
lowing year, he accept-
ed his first teaching

position, at the Oak Knoll Lower
School in Summit, N.J. He went
on to become an administrator in
the Hicksville, Bronxville and
Pearl River public schools before
coming to Rye.

He will be missed.

Rye Little League will hold
it’s 49th Annual Parade and
Opening Day Ceremonies April
22. The parade begins at the Rye
train station at noon, travels down
Purchase Street to Milton Road
and concludes at Grainger Field
in Disbrow Park. All 38 Little
League teams, the 14 teams in

Rye Girls Sports, the 2nd Grade
Cactus League of Rye
Recreation, and the Osborn
Cheerleaders will participate. 

There will also be bands, fire
engines and other vehicles. As
per tradition, all participants will
be treated to hot dogs and drinks
after the ceremonies.

By Robert Rafter
Superintendent of Schools Ed

Shine presented budget cuts at the
April 4 School Board meeting that
would bring the tax rate increase in
just below 7%. This would lower
the budget-to-budget increase to
7.4% and reduce the 2006-07 pro-
posed budget to $59,954,388. Last
month, the administration’s original
budget proposal called for a 9%
rise in spending and an 8.8% tax
rate increase. The new budget total
breaks down to $21,170 per stu-
dent, up $1,400 from the 2005-06
per student allocation.

Dr. Shine also presented the
Board with proposed budget infor-
mation on 23 other Westchester
school districts that the administra-
tion deems Rye’s �peer group.� The
list put Rye’s percentage tax change
in the lowest quartile for the group,
garnering praise from members of
the public.

�I compliment the Board on
coming in with an increase that is
much lower than the median,� said
Margot Willoughby, co-president
of the Midland School PTO. �Our
tax change is 6.97%; the median is
8.47%. That’s pretty good.�

The biggest tax change among
Rye’s �peers� is a proposed 11.6%
hike in Dobbs Ferry. The lowest
was a 4.9% increase in Port
Chester.

Rye residents Bertrand de
Frondeville and Martin Gerson said
additional cuts were in order. They
proposed the District reduce the
updated budget by another $1 to $2
million, positing that the district is
still guilty of �over-budgeting,�
especially its tax certiorari reserves.

�Sure, a lot has been done, but a
lot more remains to be done,� said
de Frondeville.

At a previous Board meeting,
Shine explained that his philosophy
was to start with the cuts that would
have the lowest direct impact on
the students and to work his way
back from there, toward actual pro-
gram cuts.

The new budget reduced the
proposed allocation for facilities by
$279,050, leaving $2,894,344 for
district-wide maintenance and
repairs. The lower facilities budget
increases the cost center’s funds by
3.6% (equal to the cost of infla-
tion), relative to the district’s esti-
mated expenses for the 2005-06

Dr. McCann Moves
Onward and Upward

Rye City School District

Superintendent Cuts $850,000 from
2006-07 Budget, Per Board Request

Continued on page B-4

A BIG LEAGUE EVENT

By Robert Rafter
If The Osborn wins its long-run-

ning lawsuit against the City of Rye,
the School District could be on the
hook for as much as $9.6 million, a
number that continuously increases
because of interest costs. According
to School Board vice president
Steve Feeney, who made a presen-
tation at the April 4 board meeting
regarding tax certiorari and
reserves, the District closed out
2005 with a total reserve balance of
$7 million.

In addition, according to Feeney,
that payment might be due within
60 days of the court’s decision. The
$2.6 million shortfall would require
an immediate bond issue by the
District, which the Board could
approve without a public vote.

The Osborn’s case, unlike the

many other tax lawsuits now pend-
ing against the District, is different,
in that its goal is not to simply
reduce its assessment. The Osborn
wishes to be classified as a non-
profit, charitable organization that is
exempt from paying school taxes.

�They are looking to be assessed
at nothing,� said Assistant
Superintendent Bob Walsh. �This is
classified as a tax certiorari issue,
but it is not a traditional claim or
petition.�

The Osborn has continued to pay
taxes to the City and the Rye City
School District since the suit began
in 1997, but is suing the City and
the District for every dollar that it
pays, plus 9% interest compounded.

Historically, the District has
maintained a tax certiorari reserve
balance equal to 23% of the total

School Reserves Slip Sliding Away

Continued on page B-4

Town Meeting at the
Library, April 26

The Rye Free Reading Room
invites residents to participate in
a town meeting, Wednesday,
April 26, at 7:30 p.m. to share
their thoughts regarding the
future of library services,
resources and programs, and
encourages residents to help
them think about how to make
the library the best it can be.

Seats were hard to come by as
close to 200 residents of all ages,
many of them longtime volun-
teers, and City officials, current
and past, gathered April 8 to cele-
brate the grand opening of the
newly expanded Damiano
Recreation Center. Doug Carey
was Master of Ceremonies and
Recreation Commission Chairman

Doug French and Recreation
Superintendent William
Rodriquez were among the speak-
ers. Bob DiMaggio led the audi-
ence in singing �America the
Beautiful,� and Phil Clancy
crooned a poignant rendition of
�Danny Boy.� Even though it was
a rainy day, civic cheer filled the
bright new room.

� Photos by JoAnn Cancro

Early spring action on the Boardwalk
� Photo by Melanie Cane

Council Seizes Opportunity to Buy Former CVS Site;
Residents Will Decide the Building�s Long-Term Use
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Section B
Back-to-School

Compiled by Teddi Thrush
While many Rye families have

children going back to school next
month, many are just starting the
process of looking at preschools.
Here is a guide to all that Rye has to
offer in early education.

Christ’s Church Nursery
School
Rectory Street, Rye
Tel: 967-5758
Director: Mary Jane Burns
E-mail: director@ccnsrye.org

www.ccnsrye.org

Christ’s Church Nursery School
is accredited by the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children and a member of
the National Association of
Episcopal Schools. The program
offers early education to children
ages 2 to 5. Children have the
option of a morning class at 9 a.m.
or an afternoon class at 12:15 p.m.,
one to five days a week. Limited
space is available in the four-day
and five-day afternoon classes this
fall.

It is the only Rye school practic-
ing the Bank Street approach to
early childhood education, which
links learning to the outside world,
and sees education as an opportuni-
ty to build a better society. The
school’s motto is �Play Today.�
Students use play to make sense of
their experiences and to learn new
things about our world.

Community Synagogue
Nursery School
200 Forest Avenue, Rye

Mini-Guide to Rye Preschools

Well-Supplied
For the New
School Year

By April Miller
When Jo Anne Cosentino was a

student, getting ready to go back to
school meant buying a loose-leaf
binder and a composition book.
Today, she sells school supplies to
kids who carry laptops around in
$100 backpacks.

Cosentino is owner of Just
Harvey’s, a popular destination for
Rye’s back-to-school crowd. When
the store opened 15 years ago,
there was little variety in terms of
school supplies. Pencils and rulers
were still about function, not fash-
ion. Today, binders and notebooks
are covered with everything from
Marvel Superheroes and Disney
Princesses to the New York
Yankees. And while Harvey’s does
still offer traditional, time-honored
supplies, the incredibly complicat-
ed graphing calculators and vast
selection of mirrors to be hung in
lockers might leave some scratch-
ing their heads.

�It’s hard to believe the choices
kids have today,� said Cosentino.
�We had nothing like that when I
was growing up. The only thing I
remember getting excited about
was a blue denim binder. I wrote
the names of boys I liked on it. I
talk to mothers in here all the time
who had the same exact binder
because it’s all there was.�

According to a 2006 National
Retail Federation Survey, back-to-
school shoppers will spend $17.6
billion this year, up from $13.4 bil-
lion in 2005. $3.82 billion of that
total will be spent on electronics,
such as computers and the latest
iPod accessories.

At the Computer SuperCenter
of Greenwich, laptops are the
number one back-to-school seller.
According to store president Brian
Desrosier, laptops now represent
between 60 and 70 percent of com-
puters sold. Many of those are
bought for students, most of whom
are more technically savvy than
their parents will ever be.

�Starting in about seventh
Continued on page B9Continued on page B9

Fashionable Finds
For Fall

By April Miller
With kids feeling pressure to

dress well at an increasingly young
age, even the most reluctant student
knows the importance of shopping
for back-to-school clothes. Rye res-
idents don’t need to travel far to find
the latest fashions for fall. Purchase
Street offers styles to suit every
back-to-school shopper.

Sasha’s Boutique for Girls

Sasha’s carries up-to-the-minute
trends in girl’s clothing in sizes 4-
16. The store has already sold out of

its most popular item for back-to-
school, True Religion skinny jeans.
Skinny jeans and leggings are
expected to be a major look for fall.
Pair them with tunics and other
loose tops.

Leggings are a throwback to the
80s, but storeowner Sasha Oxman
Solow pointed out they also provide
a way for girls to wear their favorite
mini skirts to school without getting
in trouble.

But layering doesn’t just apply to
leggings. Wearing multiple shirts is
another popular trend for fall. Polos
over long sleeved shirts is a fun look
and will be perfect when the weath-
er turns colder.

Sasha recommends: True
Religion Skinny Jeans $106; So
Nikki leggings $22.

Store hours: Monday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.

Candy Nichols

Candy Nichols has been outfit-
ting kids for 22 years. The store
offers clothes in girl’s sizes infant to
16 and boy’s sizes infant to 20.

Back-to-school shoppers at
Candy Nichols will find anything
and everything preppy, the trend
store president Elizabeth Correa
thinks is biggest for fall. Stylish
boys will be wearing polo shirts and
khakis, which she calls a cleaner
look than the baggy cargo pant style
of the past.

Continued on page B9

By Peter Jovanovich
My wife and I remember quite

well our first tour of Rye. Like so
many other first-time visitors, we
were shown around by a real
estate agent, in this instance,
Katie Lawrence from then Julia
B. Fee.  Before taking us to look
at any houses, she pointed out the
City’s beautiful public spaces �
the Village Green, Rye Town
Park, the row of four churches
leading to the High School, Rye
Nature Center, and even Rye
Town Dock (then partially sub-
merged before its recent restora-
tion thanks to Shenorock Shore
Club). It was an effective tactic.
Before walking through one
house, we were hooked on the
City of Rye.

Interestingly, we were not
shown the one work of nature that
essentially created Rye, namely,

Blind Brook. That’s not surprising
considering how industry, com-
merce and government have, over
the centuries, conspired to harm
this delightful example of Mother
Nature’s handiwork. The first set-
tlers apprehended Blind Brook as
a source of power, which is why
10 or more mills were built along
its course; later, it served as the
City’s sewer, a convenient place
to dump waste; and finally, in the
20th century, it was perceived as
an obstacle to vehicular progress.
The City walled in Blind Brook,
built over it (in order to construct
Theodore Fremd Avenue), and, in
the final insult, put up a parking
lot along one of its banks.

Worse yet, if one had followed
the City’s Master Plan, approved
20 years ago, more paving along
Blind Brook was in the offing.
(See the plan on Page 5.)

Take the time to follow the
course of Blind Brook between
Elm Place and Locust Avenue.
Ignoring the parking lot and the
backs of buildings, you will find
it a delightful stretch of water.
And imagine what it might look
like with a pedestrian path run-
ning along a verge of grass and
trees � much the way the red-
bricked path runs behind the
Locust Avenue Firehouse today.
Connecting the Village Green to

the Central Business District,
such a shady lane would become
the central attraction of our City

June 23, 2006
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By Paula Gamache
Proposed changes in the flight

path of planes departing from La
Guardia and Westchester County
airports could mean more noise for
Rye and other Sound Shore com-
munities.

The Federal Aviation
Administration has proposed to
redesign area airspace in order to
accommodate traffic at La
Guardia, Kennedy, Newark and
Philadelphia airports. Its Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS), which offers four alterna-
tive plans, has been the subject of
public meetings for the past five
months. Public comment was due
to end June 1.

The Quiet Skies Committee, a
group of concerned citizens in
Larchmont and Mamaroneck,
chaired by Patty Horing of
Larchmont, hired an aviation
engineer to analyze the DEIS. The
engineer said it was �the worst
DEIS of the 50� he has worked
on. A proposed change in a depar-
ture pattern from La Guardia
would cause planes that now fly
over water to fly instead over all
of the Sound Shore communities,
from the Pelhams to Port Chester.
Although no altitude information
was provided with which to eval-
uate the noise levels, the plan
shows overflights to Kennedy,
which would indicate that the La
Guardia planes would have to stay
low.

Quiet Skies hired an attorney to
prepare a 30-page letter to the FAA
detailing the results of the analysis
of the DEIS. The letter addresses
all of the problems found in terms
of the national Environmental
Protection Act, in order to require
the FAA to respond.
Representatives of all Sound Shore
communities, including Mayor
Otis, have signed the letter.

No mention of the Westchester
County Airport was noted in the
main body of the DEIS.  In early

May, however, Janet Lockton,
president of the Greenwich-based
Air Conservation Trust, found
information in the appendices of
the DEIS concerning changes in
Westchester airport�s flight pat-
terns. Since possible changes at
Westchester were not thoroughly
addressed, Lockton concluded that
more information was needed and
lobbied for more time to study the
subject. The appendix shows a
flight track, with no analysis or
altitude information. Lockton said,
�We don�t know what it means, but
it doesn�t look good� for north-
western Greenwich and the Sound
Shore communities. On May 30,
the FAA announced that it had
extended the period for public
comment to July 1. 

Robert Funicello, environmen-
tal project director for the
Westchester County Department of
Transportation, said that the FAA
did not alert the County because
they didn�t think the plan would
affect the County. �We need to
make that decision for ourselves,�
he said. �Since they gave us more
time, we are going to ask for a sup-
plemental Environmental Impact
Statement.� He added that the most
recent noise study conducted at
Westchester County Airport
showed a reduction in noise levels,
mainly due to quieter planes, but
that there is still a noise issue.
Before any changes are made,
more information is needed to
assess the impacts.

Carolyn Cunningham, who
chaired Rye’s former Airport
Advisory Committee, noted her
position as a member of Federated
Conservationists of Westchester
County’s airport committee.
"FCWC will also ask for more spe-
cific information on the proposed
Westchester County Airport flight
changes and their impacts," she
said. "As a Rye resident, too, I
believe we need to know more
about any changes that could affect
Rye’s noise levels."

FAA Proposal May Mean
More Noise for Rye

2005/2006 Lions Club Athletes Robert Nieves,Will Whiston, Jackie Feeney, Catherine Cypher, President of

Tim Monaghan Voted Lions Club Athlete of the Year

At last! Members of the Rye High School Class of 2006 sent their hats flying at the 75th Annual Graduation, June 17.
� Photo by ryesportsphotos.com

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT

Continued on page 5

By Robin Jovanovich
In the age of more

chains and fewer
independent stores,
Rye Beach
Pharmacy, which cel-
ebrates its 60th
anniversary as a fam-
ily-owned business
this month, defies the
odds and keeps
building on its suc-
cessful formula -
great customer ser-
vice combined with
the latest technology.

Rye Beach does
more business than
the average CVS or
Walgreens, according
to Bob GiaQuinto,
who has been the sole owner since
1983.

When Bob’s parents, Dan and
Marie, bought the pharmacy in
1946 it was the smallest of six
pharmacies in town and only open

in the summer. Today, it’s the only
independent left in Rye, and was

voted one of the top 300 pharma-
cies in the country.

It’s a good story, acknowledges
Bob, who is proud of the business
he has grown, and prouder still of
his 60 full- and part-time employ-
ees, among them his sons, Don

and Ken.
Don, who started working at

the store at age 6 and
was ordering products
by the time he was in
middle school, is in
charge of inventory
control and manage-
ment of the 7,500
square-foot building
at the corner of Forest
Avenue and Playland
Parkway. Ken came
on board in 2000 and
has been �a real
visionary on technol-
ogy,� says his father.
For one, he expanded
the Compounding
Lab upstairs. Check
out the new �smart

cabinet� behind the
front counter, which dispenses 48
of the most commonly used med-
ications through bar code technol-
ogy.

Bob, like his father, is a phar-
macist, one of at least six pharma-

By Paul Hicks
Important benefits are in store

for Long Island Sound because of
recent agreements that will
advance two key initiatives. Just
before leaving Washington to
campaign, Congress passed the
Long Island Sound Stewardship
Act Oct. 4. This legislation estab-
lishes a process to identify, protect
and enhance sites around the

coastlines of the Sound in both
Connecticut and New York. The
sites will be selected for their open
space, ecological, educational and

recreational value.
The law, which is expected to

be signed by President Bush, will
authorize Congress to appropriate
up to $25 million per year for five
years. Federal funds will be used
to pay 60% of grants made for
land acquisition, habitat manage-
ment, public access improvements
and other beneficial projects. The
balance of the payments must
come from state and local govern-

ments, land trusts and
other private sources.

Agreement on the
second initiative was
reached at a meeting
Sept. 28 at the Jay
Heritage Center in Rye
by the Policy
Committee of the Long
Island Sound Study
(LISS). That committee
is comprised of the
environmental commis-
sioners of Connecticut
and New York as well
as the regional adminis-
trators of the U.S.
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Protection Agency.

As part of the Long
Island Sound
Stewardship Initiative,
the committee selected
33 environmentally

important areas as the inaugural
stewardship sites. The list, which
includes 17 sites in Connecticut
and 16 in New York, can be found
on the LISS website, www.longis-
landsoundstudy.net.

One of the stewardship areas,
identified as �Marshlands-Rye,
NY,� was selected for both its eco-
logical and recreational signifi-
cance. It includes the publicly
owned areas (termed �anchor
sites�) of Marshlands
Conservancy, Edith Read
Sanctuary and Playland Park, all
of which are part of the
Westchester County Parks System.
The description notes that it con-
tains �one of the largest contigu-
ous areas of undeveloped coastal
land and the largest tidal marsh
system in Westchester County.�

Among those who will be
actively involved in implementing
the stewardship program at the 33
inaugural sites are Allison Beall
and Jason Klein, curators of
Marshlands and Edith Read,
respectively. They stressed that the
program is still in the early stages
of identifying needs and priorities.
Similarly, once the new legislation
is signed by the President, the
Advisory Committee has to be
formed before the criteria for
awarding grants can be developed.

The recent legislative and
administrative actions create great
opportunities for the Rye commu-
nity to make further contributions
to the improvement of Long Island
Sound. There is a need for plan-
ning and action on both the private
and public fronts. Much can be
learned from the professionals in
the Westchester County Parks
System as well at organizations
like Audubon and the Westchester
Land Trust who helped achieve
progress on the two initiatives.

October 13, 2006
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WHAT�S INSIDE

The Jay Heritage Center hosted a signing ceremony and
press conference for top environmental officials Sept.
28. The meeting of the Long Island Sound Study Policy
Committee took place in the Center’s Carriage House. 

� Photo courtesy of Long Island Sound Study

Long Island
Sound Initiatives

Rye�s defense has only given up 22 points in five games this season, but will be put to the test Saturday,
Oct. 14, at 2 p.m. when undefeated juggernaut Harrison rolls into town. The Huskies average 45.2 points per
game, and are the cream of Class A. The Garnets � the best of Class B � will certainly have their hands full.

� Photo by Wally Carey

By Jim Byrne
With Tuesday, Oct. 17, rapidly

approaching, the citizens of Rye
will soon have to make a critical
choice in the Rye Middle School
gymnasium.

Voters will have the chance to
either pass or fail the referendum
for a $9.8 million bond to fund
infrastructure improvements at
Rye High, Middle, Milton,
Osborn and Midland Schools. The
Rye City School Board of
Education approved the resolution

for this referendum to appear on
the Oct. 17 ballot at an Aug. 19
session by a vote of 6-0.

If passed, widespread improve-
ments would be made in the
schools, including the installation
of new boilers to replace the
ancient ones in place now, heating
and ventilation system upgrades,
and the addition of new emer-
gency generators.

The $9.8 million bond was
increased from an original esti-
mate of $6.3 million, a jump that
has been largely unquestioned

aside from Rye’s Bertrand de
Frondeville and his Committee
for Responsible Excellence in
Education (CREEd). (See
�Reader’s Forum, page 5.) Board
of Education President Jim Culyer
has dismissed de Frondeville and
CREEd’s pleading to get the reso-
lution down to a $5 to $8 million
range, citing the citizen-based
Facilities Committee’s recommen-
dation to �Fix, repair, replace and
bring back in line to the original
design the Heating and Ventilation

School Bond at Boiler Point;
Vote Tuesday, Oct. 17

Continued on page A5

RYE BEACH PHARMACY TURNS 60;
Giving Customers a Healthy Dose of
Traditional Service and New Technology

Continued on page A8

Owner Bob GiaQuinto, center, flanked by sons Ken and Don

Update on Downtown
The public is invited to a

Downtown Task Force
Workshop, Monday, Oct. 23,
7:30 p.m. at the Rye Free
Reading Room. At the meeting,
the consultant hired by the City
will give a progress report. 
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The Rye Record is a Unique Community Newspaper
For the People of Rye ... By the People Who Live and Work in Rye ...

Read by 100 Percent of the People in Rye

Our circulation is 9,200 copies – approx. 20,000 Rye readers per issue. Each issue is
delivered by mail by address to every single home in Rye – 6,600 households. We
deliver (by hand) another 2,100 copies to all businesses and merchants in Rye. We
also deliver to multiple points in the Rye Ridge Shopping Center in Rye Brook. We
mail 500 copies to paid subscribers and interested readers outside Rye.

The Median Family Income in Rye is $133,231 per household (257.7% above state
average). Forbes magazine reported that Rye has the most expensive median home
prices in Westchester County. There is significant buying power in this community.
The Rye Record reaches all of it.

Most important is readership. Everyone in Rye reads The Rye Record – everyone. In a
recent randomly-mailed, unidentified  survey of Rye homeowners, 100 percent said
they did. And they read it cover to cover. As one resident wrote us, “This is a fabu-
lous paper. We always await its delivery and read every word. Congratulations for
such a fine publication.”

We will publish a total of 20 issues in 2007: each having a special seasonal editorial
section. Over the next few pages you will find our rates, with frequency discounts,
our 2007 editorial calender and current advertisers.
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17 Elm Place • Rye, NY 10580 • (914) 925-0777 • Fax (914) 925-2594 • www.ryerecord.com

Size

Black & White
Color

Business Card
(3.926 x 2)

$95
$105

1/8 Page
(3.926 x 6)

$265
$310

1/4 Page
(5.95 x 7)

$430
$505

1/2 Page
(10 x 7.5)

$690
$840

Full Page
(10 x 16)

$1,250
$1,550

GENERAL PRICING CHART: Our full price list is available on next two pages



The Rye Record Color Rates
2007 Advertising Rates with Frequency Discounts

Full Page
Half Page
5 col X 6
5 col X 5
5 col X 4
4 col X 10
4 col X 9
4 col X 8
4 col X 7
4 col X 6
4 col X 5
4 col X 4
4 col X 3
3 col X 15.5
3 col X11
3 col X10
3 col X 9
3 col X 8
3 col X 7
3 col X 6
3 col X 5
3 col X 4
3 col X 3
2 col X 15.5
2 col X 11
2 col X 10
2 col X 9
2 col X 8
2 col X 7
2 col X 6
2 col X 5
2 col X 4
2 col X 3
2 col X 2
1 col X 5
1 col X 4
1 col X 3

Col Size
Ad Dimensions
Wide X Height

(in inches)

Net Cost Per Insertion

1-6X 7-11X 12-16X 17-19X 20X

10 X 16
10 X 7.5
10 X 6
10 X 5
10 X 4

7.95 X 10
7.95 X 9
7.95 X 8
7.95 X 7
7.95 X 6
7.95 X 5
7.95 X 4
7.95 X 3

5.95 X 15.5
5.95 X 11
5.95 X 10
5.95 X 9
5.95 X 8
5.95 X 7
5.95 X 6
5.95 X 5
5.95 X 4
5.95 X 3

3.926 X 15.5
3.926 X 11
3.926 X 10
3.926 X 9
3.926 X 8
3.926 X 7
3.926 X 6
3.926 X 5
3.926 X 4
3.926 X 3
3.926 X 2
1.901 X 5
1.901 X 4
1.901 X 3

$1,550
$840
$670
$580
$485
$870
$785
$725
$630
$565
$485
$400
$305

$1,000
$745
$685
$615
$565
$505
$445
$395
$310
$250
$700
$540
$485
$440
$405
$355
$310
$275
$210
$160
$105
$135
$105
$80

$1,430
$775
$625
$535
$440
$800
$720
$660
$580
$520
$440
$365
$280
$920
$685
$625
$565
$520
$465
$410
$360
$285
$225
$640
$495
$440
$405
$370
$325
$285
$250
$195
$145
$95
$125
$95
$75

$1,325
$720
$585
$495
$410
$745
$665
$615
$535
$480
$410
$340
$260
$850
$630
$580
$525
$480
$425
$380
$335
$265
$210
$590
$455
$410
$375
$345
$300
$265
$230
$185
$135
$90
$115
$90
$70

$1,300
$705
$575
$485
$400
$730
$655
$600
$525
$475
$400
$335
$255
$835
$620
$570
$515
$475
$415
$370
$330
$260
$205
$580
$445
$400
$365
$340
$295
$260
$225
$180
$135
$85
$110
$85
$65

$1,280
$690
$565
$475
$395
$715
$640
$590
$515
$465
$395
$325
$250
$820
$610
$560
$505
$460
$410
$365
$320
$255
$200
$570
$440
$395
$360
$330
$290
$255
$220
$175
$130
$80
$105
$80
$60



The Rye Record Black and White Rates
2007 Advertising Rates with Frequency Discounts

Full Page
Half Page
5 col X 6
5 col X 5
5 col X 4
4 col X 10
4 col X 9
4 col X 8
4 col X 7
4 col X 6
4 col X 5
4 col X 4
4 col X 3
3 col X 15.5
3 col X11
3 col X10
3 col X 9
3 col X 8
3 col X 7
3 col X 6
3 col X 5
3 col X 4
3 col X 3
2 col X 15.5
2 col X 11
2 col X 10
2 col X 9
2 col X 8
2 col X 7
2 col X 6
2 col X 5
2 col X 4
2 col X 3
2 col X 2
1 col X 5
1 col X 4
1 col X 3

Col Size
Ad Dimensions
Wide X Height

(in inches)

Net Cost Per Insertion

1-6X 7-11X 12-16X 17-19X 20X

10 X 16
10 X 7.5
10 X 6
10 X 5
10 X 4

7.95 X 10
7.95 X 9
7.95 X 8
7.95 X 7
7.95 X 6
7.95 X 5
7.95 X 4
7.95 X 3

5.95 X 15.5
5.95 X 11
5.95 X 10
5.95 X 9
5.95 X 8
5.95 X 7
5.95 X 6
5.95 X 5
5.95 X 4
5.95 X 3

3.926 X 15.5
3.926 X 11
3.926 X 10
3.926 X 9
3.926 X 8
3.926 X 7
3.926 X 6
3.926 X 5
3.926 X 4
3.926 X 3
3.926 X 2
1.901 X 5
1.901 X 4
1.901 X 3

$1,250
$690
$570
$490
$410
$720
$655
$610
$530
$475
$410
$345
$265
$825
$615
$575
$515
$475
$430
$375
$340
$265
$215
$590
$455
$410
$375
$345
$305
$265
$235
$175
$140
$95
$120
$95
$75

$1,130
$625
$525
$445
$365
$650
$590
$545
$480
$430
$365
$310
$240
$745
$555
$515
$465
$430
$390
$340
$305
$240
$190
$530
$410
$365
$340
$310
$275
$240
$210
$160
$125
$85
$110
$85
$70

$1,025
$570
$485
$405
$335
$595
$535
$500
$435
$390
$335
$285
$220
$675
$500
$470
$425
$390
$350
$310
$280
$220
$175
$480
$370
$335
$310
$285
$250
$220
$190
$150
$115
$80
$100
$80
$75

$1,000
$555
$475
$395
$325
$580
$525
$485
$425
$385
$325
$280
$215
$660
$490
$460
$415
$385
$340
$300
$275
$215
$170
$470
$360
$325
$300
$280
$245
$215
$185
$145
$115
$75
$95
$75
$60

$980
$540
$465
$385
$320
$565
$510
$475
$415
$375
$320
$270
$210
$645
$480
$450
$405
$370
$335
$295
$265
$210
$165
$460
$355
$320
$295
$270
$240
$210
$180
$140
$110
$70
$90
$70
$55
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Ralph Lauren
Fresh Direct
Ameriprize

Houlihan Lawrence
Sotheby’s

Coldwell Banker
Prudential Rand

Weichert
Merritt Assoc.

Re/Max
Stetson Realty

Greenwich Hospital
White Plains Hospital

Stamford Volvo
Subaru Stamford
Greenwich Saab

Greenwich Cadillac
Curry Chevrolet

Parkers
Pepper Noodle
TransFORM

Sasha’s
Twinkle Toes

Panache

Outerluxe
Pink on Palmer

Larchmont Roofing
Belle Cleaners

Betteridge Jewelry
Woodrow Jewelry

Hanni Fine Jewelry
Zaltas Jewelry
Peridot Jewelry

Manfedi Jewelry
City of Rye
Rye YMCA

Rye Teachers Assoc.
Rye Merchants Assoc.

Rye Recreation
Computer Supercenter

McArdles Nursery
Nabel’s Nursery
Troy’s Nursery

Pedigree Sports
Hickory and Tweed

Sportech
Miller’s Toys

Harvey School

Rye Coutry Day
Holy Child

Brunswick School
Sacret Hearts

Sarah Lawrence
Manhattanville

Nita Lowey
George Latimer
Rye Democrats

Rye Republicans
Suzi Oppenhiemer

Riemer
Doyle, New York

New Dance
New York Dance

JW Tumbles
Rye Beach Pharmacy
Dr. Adrian Marcus

Dr. Joel Mark
Dr. Peter Maro

Westchester Medical
Westchester School of Music

Rock Island Sound
Ralph’s Wine

Wine at 5
Grapes

Liquor Pantry
Corner Stone

Playland Market
Dock Deli

Starlight Dairy
Kid Supply

Best Little Hair Salon
Rye Private Car

Rye Personal Training
Euro Laser
Open MRI
Open Door

On the Way Cafe
Poppy’s 
Milanos
All Paws

Pizza and Brew
Playroom Plus
Victoria Light

Tidemill
Unleashed Adventures

and many more...




